 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Commercial Babylon Falls

Revelation 18:1-24

BABYLON FALLS.  Revelation 18:1-3

It is frustrating today for sound biblical churches to try to defend the God’s truth.  Those who do, increasingly find themselves having little effect in turning men to sound doctrine and practice.  Because they stand for truth and will not compromise God’s word and principles they are criticized, slandered, and belittled. They are accused of being unloving and uncaring because the refuse to condone the world’s acceptance of sin and sinful practices.  It does not matter that they actively seek to save men and women from their destructive life styles.  It makes little difference to those who criticize that these churches are only teaching God’s word and living by God’s standards.   The Lord says “But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.”  (1 John 2:5)  God’s true love seeks to free the sinner from his sins and show him God’s love, mercy, and grace.  There is no greater example of love than to love the sinner, and bring him to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  

The events of Chapter 18 will happen just before the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and reveals God’s final judgment on rebellions mankind.  John in Revelation 14:8 predicted the fall of Babylon and Chapter 18 records the event.  John sees another powerful angel come from heaven and the earth was lightened with his glory.  With his glory lighting the whole of the earth, in the sight of all mankind the angel declares “Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.”   The preachers who boldly preached God’s word who warned men of the destruction of Babylon are now exonerated before the world.    Abbott states this is a subsequent clause that expresses desolation and abandonment, not mere moral corruption.”

Verse 3 says “. . . all the nation of the earth have drunk of the wine of her wrath.”  Clearly, this is not a reference to ancient Babylon, but to the commercial and religious system that has dominated the world for centuries in rebellion against God Himself.

Babylon pursued the riches, finery, and prestige is guilt of gross fornication, who as a whore sold themselves for material gain rejecting God and everything that is moral. Now they will answer to the Holy God they blasphemed through the centuries.  The kings of the earth, who were in bed with her, participated in her treachery.  They gained great wealth by giving the Babylon their allegiance.    Now they face the stark reality that worldly gain is temporal and vain and as Romans 6:23a says brings the “wages of death.”

There is consolation in knowing that God says that Babylon will fall and many long for the day when our Savior and His truth will be exonerated.   He will be honored and glorified because He is worthy. (See Rev. 4:9)  Babylon is now popular and seems very successful in her appeals to the sins of eye and the carnal mind instead of pointing men to God and His truth.  She offers men an appealing religion with its riches, but without righteousness which keeps them on the road to Hell to suffer the fate of Babylon.  

God’s Final Warning.  Revelation 18:4-8
In verse 4, there is a warning in the form of an appeal.  "Come out from her, my people, that ye not be partakers of her sins."  It must be stated here that sound uncompromising pastors and churches heed the word of God and they remove themselves from those on the road to apostasy.  They need to recognize that to be a part of what these false churches are doing is to share the guilt.  The Apostle John even said that to bid the preacher or teacher of false doctrine "God speed" was to "be a partaker of his evil deeds." (See 2 John 11)  When we refuse to take a stand, we give our approval and we are as guilty as they who oppose the gospel.  It is clear evidence of unbelief.  To not to earnestly contend for the Gospel is to support Satan and his deceptive work at turn men from God and salvation. (See Jude 3)

God’s judgment for a long time has been coming, yet Babylon sins and iniquities have been constantly before the Lord as verse 5 states.  Jeremiah over six hundred years before the Lord came to earth prophesied as to the end of Babylon.   

“Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul: be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the LORD'S vengeance; he will render unto her a recompence. Babylon hath been a golden cup in the LORD'S hand, that made all the earth drunken: the nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are mad. Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed: howl for her; take balm for her pain, if so be she may be healed. We would have healed Babylon, but she is not healed: forsake her, and let us go every one into his own country: for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted up even to the skies. The LORD hath brought forth our righteousness: come, and let us declare in Zion the work of the LORD our God.”  (Jeremiah 51:6-10)

Verse six seems to be addressing those that Papal Roman has oppressed, persecuted, and murdered in God’s name.  If we take into account Revelation 17:16 which records that the nations will turn on and hate the whore and make her desolate, naked,  shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire, the verse means these nations will be used by God to avenge themselves and inflict double vengeance on religious Roman. 

Rome boasts and glorifies herself even in the face of her doom.  “How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow.”  (Revelation 18:7)  Note verse 7 she says, “I sit a queen" that denotes the pride of sinful men who relish the pleasures and sins of Babylon.   In their unbelief they trust their riches and see themselves as indestructible.   These kings of earth are drunk on the wealth and political power they derived from Babylon.    Religious Babylon has always seen itself as invincible, falsely claiming her riches prove her as legitimately representing God and holding the right to rule over others.  
In God’s name the Roman Church has murdered tens of thousands of people, and many true saints of God all the while proclaiming her superiority.   She proclaims that she is no widow, denying to the end that she left God.  The statement "Shall see no sorrow" means she refuses to accept her doom and will not turn from her unbelief.  
It is a chilling thing to comprehend that only in one hour, as verse 17 reveals, she will be destroyed as the plagues she has inflicted on others, the death, mourning, and famine shall be poured on her in double portion. (See verse 6)  God will destroy Babylon with a cleansing fire from heaven in judging her for her sins.  

The Nations of Earth Mourn the Destruction of Babylon   Revelation 18:9-19
 Revelation 18:8-19 states that world rebellion against God is doomed and her fate is sealed because she will not believe and thus this false church that is full of pride condemns herself to judgment.   Paul warned “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:3)   God says that in one day death, mourning, famine shall come and Babylon will be burned with fire in God’s judgment.  The world which has loved the harlot now mourns her death.  However, those who loved Babylon relished her riches, have learned nothing from seeing God destroy her.  Even through God has judged her for her sins, because she is false and a liar, they still love her.  
Even those the unbelieving world still loves evil Babylon they do not come near to her to avoid experiencing her torment.  The fully recognize Babylon’s demise, but it does not seem they accept Babylon’s fall was at the judging hand of God.  Verse 11 reveals the reason they mourn.  They will no longer be able to purchase her merchandise any longer.    They minds are blinded by their greed and love of riches.

It is well to also understand that 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12 states.

“And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”  (2 Thessalonians 2:8-12)

Jesus also addressed those who know the truth, but refuse to believe it.  “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.”  (John 3:19-21)

These are those who rejected God’s truth, meaning they heard the Gospel and knew the truth, but would not believe.  They had the witness of the 144,000, of countless people who believed and were martyred.  They rejected even the angel of Revelation 14:6-8 who flying through the midst heaven before the whole earth preached the Gospel to all men, but they believed not.   They wanted nothing to do with the Lord Jesus, and now God’s longsuffering comes to an end and God gives them what they desired.

Verses 12-13, lists over thirty material things that Babylon provided to the world.  These were the things they lusted after, but now they have lost them all. (Verse 14)  The verse indicates the scope of their loss of these material things is worldwide.  The Babylonian system of commerce is destroyed and all who invested in her have lost all they had. Surely the stock markets of the world will all collapse in just hours.  All the accumulated wealth of the world will be gone.  
The scene in verse 18:15 reveals the kings of the earth standing far away from Baboon fearing the torment that Babylon is enduring and are amazed that in only one hour she was completely destroyed.   The luxurious items which so desired, profitable, and sought after by the wealthy as no longer.   Telling is the last two items which are slaves and the souls of men.   For centuries the Roman Catholic Church has been enslaving the souls of me to their idolatrous religion.  In the Tribulation this will continue and be enlarged by the Antichrist’s false worldwide religion.   Around the world false religions produce enormous profits for its promoters.   Not only will the kings (nations) of earth mourn the loss of their profitable commodities they will weep over the lost their income for the Antichrist’s religion.     We must understand the Babylon was brought to its power and wealth by the power of Satan through the Antichrist.  
This passage makes it easier to understand why so many still support and love the false churches, cults, false preachers, and TV evangelists who openly con them.   It is not that they cannot know of their error because God’s word is starkly clear.  The false churches and cults of our day refuse to turn from their sins even when they are exposed as apostate and evil.   They enticed by “filthy lucre” that false religion generates.   Seeking to justify themselves, their defense is to attack God’s word and those that preach it without compromise. 

 The motives of many who loved the harlot are exposed in Revelation 18:15 and why those who profited from her, the merchants, stand off in the distance weeping and wailing.  They accepted the Antichrist and his rule and gave him their allegiance because he gave them wealth and power.  

They blinded by their sins and have no comprehension of the gravity of what is unfolding before their very eyes.  One cannot separate commercial Babylon from religious Babylon because they complement each other.  Their greed and love of the material world has blinded them to the truth that this evil and sinful world is about to judged and they as part of the system are doomed.   They have no grasp of their impending doom and only are concerned with their material loses.  What a revolting and pitiful display.  Notice also, how rich was Babylon, and yet now in one hour she has nothing.  
It should never discourage the child of God to see the seeming success and riches of the false churches and cults.  They have material riches and look good on the outside, but inside are dead and naked which is a description of the apostate churches of the Tribulation. (See Rev. 3:17) What a pitiful and tragic sight to see the merchants of earth violently weeping bewailing the loss of the once great city, by the world’s standards, now burning.   Religions of the world will lament their lost, but fail to see or admit their error.
Note that it is said that Babylon lost everything in only one hour.   An hour earlier they were fine and confident in their wealth and position, but now they are destitute and exposed by God for what they truly are.  It should be a warning and instruction to us all to “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” (Matthew 6:33)

THE SAINTS OF GOD REJOICE!  Revelation 18:20-24
After the destruction of Babylon, heaven, meaning the angels, the apostles and prophets, and the raptured Church and Tribulation saints all rejoice.  The long awaited day has finally arrived.   The saints of God for centuries have preached against false religion and they have been persecuted and ridiculed.  They have seen their Lord and Savior denigrated and belittled.  Now the truth is vindicated and the whole world knows it.   In the last passage of this Book John records Christ’s words, “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”  (Revelation 22:20)   The child of God longs for the day when this present world of sin and all its suffering will end and the Lord Jesus Christ will rule supreme. 
Those who rejected God and rebelled against Him now go into perdition fully knowing how foolish they were and that now there is no hope or chance for salvation.   It would seem clear that this will be one of the torments of those in hell knowing they could have been saved, but repented not and loved the world, (See 1 John 2:15) God has now finally and completely destroys the false prophets and teachers with their false churches, which has for centuries deceived the world and murdered the true preachers, and children of God.  The atrocities recorded in Hebrews 11:36-38 against the saints of God are avenged.   Truth has prevailed!

This is the end of all false religion, as the angel in verses 21-22 takes a mill-stone and casts it into the sea, stating the no more would Babylon be the cause of suffering. The false religions and cults of this earth, who have for centuries so skillfully deceived so many by perverting the very word of God, are now silent and gone for all time from the earth.

Note that what God says about the services of Babylon.  “And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall be found any more in thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard no more at all in thee; And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in thee: for thy merchants were the great men of the earth; for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.”   (Revelation 18:22-23)  This is a perfect picture of the false churches who claim to represent the Lord.
What a startling picture of the Roman Catholic, Protestant, and modern emerging churches.   Throughout the centuries the artisans have used their craft in support of false religion which it sensuous worship that focuses on ritual, pomp, ceremony, and works for salvation.  Even today false churches are using media and artistic works to lure people to their mega churches.   Note the reference to music, musicians, craft, and candles.   Also verse 23 mentions marriage which is a sacrament in the Roman church and some of the cults.  

God reveals that the source of the deceptions of Babylon is in sorceries.   The word “sorceries” means witchcraft and magic which is authored by Satan.  The word is the Greek word “pharmakeia” that is the root in the English word “pharmacy.”   This adds the element of intoxicating drugs being used by the Satan during the Tribulation.   Several nations and states of the USA have legalized the use of certain recreational drugs.   The addicting nature of drugs will certainly aid the Antichrist in his controlling of the nations.

Revelation 18:24 closes the chapter by reminding the world that the martyrdom of the prophets, saints, was found “in her” meaning Babylon.   False religion has killed untold millions of people.   Falsely in the name of God nations and the Roman Catholic Church as gone forth in so called “holy wars” killing all who opposed it authority, doctrine, and practices.  

What joy strikes the hearts of the children of God to read chapter 19:1, begins a new chapter in the history of man, it begins with all the people in heaven, saying, “A l l e l u I a!   Salvation and glory and honor, and power, unto the Lord our God."   What a happy and joyous day the will be!  
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